On Memorial Day weekend in 2025
former New York State Senator Michael
F. Nozzolio spoke from the podium in
the gazebo on the front lawn at the Three
Bears Court House Complex in Ovid
New York. The following remarks were
an important look back at all the
enduring and remarkable life situations
that the many people of this area have
faced and come together to help form
this great community that we call home.



MEMORIAL DAY REMARKS: OVID 2025

Reverand Clergy; (Rev. J. Robert Mellgard)

My former colleagues in the NY State Legislature,
Senator Tom O’Mara and Assemblyman Phil Palmesano,
Ovid Supervisor Joe Borst, Mayor Aaron Roisen,

Ovid Fire Chief Tim Westlake

Captain Linda and Commander Kenny Fellers

Honored Veterans

Friends

It was an honor when Commander Fellers invited me to address
you today on this Memorial Day.

Fittingly, this year, 2025, almost to the day, will be the 80" year
anniversary of the greatest and arguably the most significant

military victory our Nation has every achieved, marking the end
of World War I1.

Memories fade, but it shall not be forgotten that it was everyday
Americans that came together during World War 11, forged by
our commitment to freedom, and led the strongest military force
ever assembled in the allied movement to defeat those despots
who were seeking to enslave the world.



Today, and every Memorial Day, we thank those courageous
Americans who fought, and in many cases, shed their blood to
maintain our freedom.

We honor those and all who served and sacrificed during World
War II and all other battles and conflicts throughout our Nation’s
history from the American Revolution until present day.

Memory is the most important form of honor. We honor those
who served by remembering their service and their sacrifices.

It was a few short months ago, when a massive fire ravaged this
community. We all remember the courageous sacrifices of our
brave Ovid firefighters and other firefighters from companies
across the area, who braved a bitterly cold night to wage an
almost impossible fight against an out of control fire. These
brave men and women fought for hours in subzero winter
conditions to save lives and halt the further destruction of
property. We need to thank them and honor them with our
continued gratitude.

Let’s also not forget how the entire the Ovid community came
together and united after the fire to create a dramatic relief effort
that was extensive and virtually unprecedented in its scope and
impact. To all of you, you represent the true spirt of community
and service.

Thanks to Ovid Town Supervisor Joe Borst, the Ovid Town
Board, Ovid Village Mayor Aaron Roisen, the Ovid Village
Board, Chief Tim Westlake, the Ovid Fire Department, and the
Ovid Fire Relief Fund for your efforts during a time of great



uncertainty and the horrendous disruption of life in your
community caused by the fire.

With that, 1 also thank Reverand Mellgard for all his great work
and for being the guiding light needed during this challenging
period.

Throughout its history there have been men and women of this
wonderful community who were asked to leave their homes in
Ovid and serve their nation. They should be held in special
places of honor throughout the Town and Village.

Let us also be mindful that we are in the very shadow of the
nationally recognized birthplace of Memorial Day in Waterloo,
New York.

Today, I’d like you to imagine the picture of what it was like in
Ovid and Seneca County during the second World War. Just a
few short miles to the North, a city of over 50,000 at the
Sampaon Naval base was built virtually overnight, increasing
the County’s entire population by almost 200%.

The Sampson Naval Base was a naval training station where
during WWII, over 500,000 sailors were prepared for battle
across the globe. -

After the war, Sampson was converted to an Air Force base, and
prepared over 250,000 airmen for battles through the wars in
Korea, Viet Nam and into the Gulf Wars.

And I’m certain you recall, in close proximity, we also hosted
the Seneca Army Depot where thousands of our friends and



neighbors served a vital munitions storage facility of over
10,000 acres, about the size of Manhattan Island, for the United
States Army. For over a half century from 1941 to its closure,
the depot played a key role in supporting military operations
throughout various conflicts, including WWII, the Korean War,
Vietnam War, and the Persian Gulf War.

During the construction phases of the Sampson Naval Bases and
the Seneca Army Depot places for construction workers to stay
were extremely scarce. All the hotel rooms, boarding houses
and sprare rooms in Ovid, Romulus and Fayette were packed.

I wasn’t born yet, so my mom and dad dediced to take in borders
in our homestead...me and my brother’s future bedrooms...and

they lived fifteen miles away in Seneca Falls. What a commute
back then.

The impact of these facilities to the Ovid community and to our
region, as well as the literally millions of Americans who spent
time working and training in them through over five decades is a
significant chapter of our history, and it is so fitting that we now
host the memorial to our veterans, the NY State Veterans
Cemetery—Finger Lakes.

I recently visited Arlington National Cemetery. The Cemetery is
indeed a meaningful and historic memorial of immense honor to
our fallen heroes. It is a humbling privilege to be on those
grounds, and the row upon row of our Nation’s heroes provides



a clear representation that the price of freedom does not come
without sacrifice.

At Arlington National Cemetery, we honor the memory of every
individual who has served and sacrificed for this great Nation.
And just a few miles away from here we do the same, at our

Arlington, the New York State Veterans Cemetery—Finger
Lakes.

Among the many exemplary memorials to honor the memory of
our veterans, I must highlight the NY State Veterans Cemetery—
Finger Lakes...a memorial placed on the hallowed ground
where over 750,000 sailors and airmen trained for many battles.

Let’s take special pride, here in Ovid and throughout our region,
that we are the host to this most significant memorial to the
service and sacrifices of our veterans.

It is another honor for me to work with dedicated volunteers to
ensure the Cemetery continues to uphold the highest quality
standards and values that established this iconic and perpetual
memorial.

Leaders in military service, (such as US Navy Captain Linda
Fellers and Commander Kenny Fellers) business (Bruce
Murray) community affairs and government (Supervisor Joe
Borst) have come together to raise funds to enhance the quality
of this memorial honoring our Nation’s veterans at NY State’s
first veterans cemetery certified in the National Veterans
Cemetery System.



Friends of the NY State Veterans Cemetery—Finger Lakes, are
now raising funds to establish a new, better defined and more
fitting entrance way to the cemetery—that will showcase this

beautiful memorial from NY State highway 96-A. Please join us
in that effort.

Please go to our website at Friendsnyvetcemeteryflx.org ; view
our video, learn how you can help, and support our work.

In time, our region will be known as the host of New York
State’s Arlington National Cemetery, with some significant and
positive advantages.

It is undeniable the property location of the NY State Veterans
Cemetery—Finger Lakes, rests on hallowed ground, consecrated
and immortalized by the thousands of young sailors and airmen
who trained there in preparation for battle, some never to return
home.

And in addition, over 160 acres comprise this spectatular
location on the eastern shore of Seneca Lake, and provides such
a beautiful magnificent memorial and resting place, dedicated in
perpetuity to honor our Nation’s veterans for eternity.

It is a pleasure to be here with you today on this Memorial Day
of rememberance and honor. Good Bless America, and thank
you very much.



